
ED observation pathway 
status-post successful 

Narcan reversal 

Is there suspicion for 
polysubstance use or  

long-acting opioid 
ingestion?

Observe in the ED on 
telemetry for 6 hours

- GCS 15
- Mobilizing as usual
- RR >10 and <20
- T >35.0 C and <37.5 C
- HR >60 and <100
- O2 >95%

Yes

Consider discharge 
based on clinical 

judgement

Provide Narcan kit 
prior to discharge if 

available

Yes

Observe in ED 
for 3 hours 

No

Repeat 
previously 

effective dose

Initate Narcan gtt with 
rate of 2/3 the effective 

dose and MICU 
admission

Repeat 
respiratory 

depression with 
RR <10?

Yes

Repeat 
respiratory 

depression with 
RR <10?

Yes

No

No
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